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| PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
i or Liabilities?

| Mow that 1997 is with us, we can

look forwasd with excilement &nd
anticipation (o our upcoming Internationsl
History of MNursing conference. The
committes has been working hard and it
| will be 8 memorable event, 1 hope you will
| seriously consider artending. Some of you
| have asked me if we need volunteers, and
| I'have assared everyons that indeed we do.
| Mare information sbout this in the mext
mervaletter.

This week [ happened (o find a
copy of an old text book in the VGH
School of Nursing Alumnae Association
Cure ol Al D¥geases, Sth edition, written
by Dr. ME. & R C. Congas in 1887, This
book contains fascirating information on
the approach to health and iliness 100
years ago. The authors ane fanstical sboud
the bemsfits of fresh @i, cusshine,
cleanlimess and copious amounts of hot
lemonade a8 & cure for all that ails us.
"Heot, raw lemonade B one of the
indispensable remedics in all scate
diseaves.” The chapter on fevers and
inflammation includes information that is
emoneows &nd dangerous, but does reflect
the thanking of some professsonsls of the
day. For example, the suihors condemn
the practice of vaccinstion for the
prevention of smallpox and  instead

OLD TEXTBOOKS—Assets

recommend a diet of gruel from com and
ather graims, togeiber with cayenme
pepper. In three deys “the patient will kave
passed all the vinses through the pores
_.ibe antidote will 50 peutralize the virus
in the system a3 (o0 remove all danger of
contagion®. A chapler s devobed o dress
and the “death-destroying corset”™
*Reader, how many of your own aches
and  aillments, weakmesses, and
wrelched feclings, come through your
ewn or mother's sccorsed corset
sirings!™ It entreats men to adopt the
slogan  “nafural walsls of mo wives!
Amusing a8 this B today, some
| nformation is current, such as ihe benefit
| of lsughing.
| The discovery of this book has
| brought to mind again the importance of
ing texts and other “popular”
books thal were in general circulation
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At from page 1
during certsin perbiods.  These provde us wilh a vital
link to the past. Should we keep old books? [ believe
wie should, But then questions arise. where do we
store them and how do we presenve them? The
executive commitios is studying this problem. 1 you
have suggestions please ket us know.,

Erhel Warbinek, Presiden

MEMBERSHIF DRIVE AND RENEWALS

It's time io renew your membership in the
History CGroup. Please use the apphication form
found on the white center insert in the newsletier.
Your contimung support enables us 1o offer
educational progrems, communscaie with members
through  the  newsletter,  homor  nurse’s
contribuens 1o beath care and work Loward
preserving the history of sursing i Britsh
Columshia

Also included in this mailing is our new
membership brochure, We are reaching owt to
current members in an aftempt to expend  our
membership. We urge you 10 use the brochure o
tell & nursing colleague about the History of
Mursing Group and wrge them to join us todayl

Through owr knowledge and shudy of the
pasi, we strive to understand present day nursing
and thereby better plan for the future n the
words of Kalisch and Kalisch “we can ool see
shead without looking beck™ A strong
membership base gives ws the fimancial resources
and support to move forward, ever mindfidl of the

pasi
Anne Korl, Membership Chairperson
NEW NURSING HISTORY NOTE CARDS

A sample of the pew mursing history nobe
card is wlso included im this mailing. The card
commemoraies the upcoming Histery of Nursing
International Conlersnce, Jume 11-15, 1997,
The card features n stained glass window in
Christ Church Cathedral, Burrard st Georgia in
Wancouver, the site of the mter- denominational
mm!m I4.

The Chrst Church card recognizes the
second of eleven public monuments 10 muTses in
Vamcouver. The outstending photography of
Edward Trody caplures the besuty of thas
memorial to the Mursing Sisters of Vancouver,
The window was desgeed snd funded by Adgjor
4 Moniherws, Chty Aschivist &3 & memorial o his
wile Emily Eliza Edwordes and 8 tnbute to the
mursing profession, Emily Eliza, o 1901 graduate
of the Vancouver General Hospital, was & nufsing
gister during World War | serving in England and
Salonika. With her husband, she & co-founder of
the City Archives in Vancouver,

Please refer to the white cemter insert for
order forms end more information aboul the
pursing history note cirds.

Mina  Ruwmen,  Treaswrer,
Canpferance Comaritice

Tiniprraiiona!

HISTORY CONFERENCE UPDATE

The B.C, History of Mursing Professional
Practice Group has been  preparing for  the
lnternationsl History of Nersing Conlerence,
hme 12-15 1997, tw be held at 5t Paul's
Hospital in Vancouver, The conference i3 jontly
sponsored by the B.C. Group, the Canadian
Assocasibon for the History of MNursng (CAHRM),
and the Asscciation Canadienne Pour L'Histoire
Du Nursing (ACHN)

This 15 expecied (o be the largest nurding
hisliory conference ever with murses [rom more
than 15 countrics alvesdy sgresng (o paricipabe.
Sty papers and 11 posters have been accepied
by an Enternational review panel Two  plenary

The conference will begin with & public
session and salute 1o Canadian history, MNursing
and the RCMP will spotlight their shared history
in Canada's north, followed by a keynote addness
on Cansda's health care system by former federal

Exrly registrations (before April 30, [967)
are encouraged For more informaton comact
Sheils Ramkin Zer st [1-604-543-30012

Sheila Zerr, International Coiference Chairperson
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NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE

March Program Meeting

The History of Mursing Group, under the
leadershup of (Rlennis Zibm, has organized a very
interesting March program featuring a panel
presentation on The Teaching of Nursing
History, The program ia & joial presemtation of
the History of Mursing Professional Practice
Group, the MNumse Educstor's Professions]
Practice Group, snd the Aschival Committes of
the Vancouver General Hospital (VGH]} School
of Mursing Alumnse Association

The program will be beld from 1l:l|:IPM
o 400 PM on Ssiurday, March 8, 1997, The

presendation will be in the meeting rooma

Plan to .n::ud and RSYF to Glennis
Zim (1-604-535.3238) by Meonday March 3,
1997 =0 that srrangements for refreshemnends can
be made Look for 8 fyer in your mail doser
to the dete with more deailed information.

April Annosl Meeting
The "ibh Anmml History of Mumsing
meeting will be held on Thursday, Apnl 10,
1957 st the Hyuil Regency Hotel in downbown
Vancouver in conjuiction with the RMABC"s
anrual mesting There will be a continental
breakfnal saning & 900 AM followed by a
short business meeting. Plans are undervy for
s memonial displey, Lock for more information
in the next newsletier]
Resolution ta the RNABC Board of
Directars

The History of Mursing Group and the
Mursing History Preservation OGroup st
Riverview have been working toward obtairsng
special archival space in e histore building on
the HRiverview [ands fo preserve, and make
available 1o the public, the unique history of
pepchiatric mersng end menisl health services
in Brtish Columbia. To that end, History
group members  Helen Shore, Don Ransom,
and Amna Tremere prepared & resolution which
was approved st the Movember meeting of the
RMHARC Board of Dereciors.

The Bosrd hes agreed o “petition the
premiber, MLAs, and mayors and councils of
Coquitiam, New Wesiminster and Bornaby
to sei mslde mrchivil space on the Riverview
Hospital site to preserve and provide a
public display of artifacts related o
paychiatric nursing and services™,

This resolution and ke importance of
lobbying governments to preserve archival sites
will be rmsed &t the lssues Forum ot the
RMNABC Ansual Mesting in Apnl,

RNABC OFENS WEB SITE

Why nof wvisit the RMABC s it's
internel  address? You can keep sbreast of
currend istues by going tol

hitpzifwwwimabebhocn



http://www/rnabc.bc.ca
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NURSING SISTERS TELL THEIR STORY

Futh Mcllraith, Florence Dousgheriy, Edith Lees, Joan Dores and Murel Down

Ab the Movember 16, 1996 meeting of the History of Mursing Group five distimguished
MNursing Sisters ( piciured abowe) told ibeir fouching stones of service dunng war tme, More
than (wnety members.and guests atiended the gatbering beld 21 Shaughnessy Hospital, arranged
by Cileunaiy Zilm, catered by Nhirfey MHoltzeraw and recorded on 1ape by ST Thewmpscr,

Helen Shore moderated the panel and se the sage for the afternoon with these
imtrochectiony nemarks: “Mursing sisters have bad a loag and prowd history for ower 8 cemtury m
Cansda's anmed forces It began with twelve rurses who served with field hospitals in ihe
MNorth-West Rebellion of 1885, There were two. groups of nurses who wenl from Canade to
serve i the South Afrcan War, commonly known as the Boer War, which lated from 1899 (o
1902, These mirses pamned sech a solid reputation that in 1900, the Cansdien Mursng Service
wis established as pam of Canadas malitary forees Since then, Canmda’s nursing sisters have
continued 10 cam & high reputation in caring for Canada's wounded in two World Wars and
the Korean operations, the Gulf War, as well ps for their conimbutions 1o the health of Canada’s
armed forces, thew familses and their commenities o Bimes of peace.”

Helen ntroduced each of the speakers. “Dunng Weorld War [ Canada operated two
hospatal ships, both of them staffed by medical officers amd nursing ssters of ihe Royal Canadian
Army Medical Corps (RCAMC) Ruibh {Littlejobn) Melicaith joined the Lady Melson, Canada's
first hospital ship in April, 1943, Florence (Kirkpatrick) Dougherty served at #212 Canmdian
Gencral Hospital in Bramshon and ar Sogel in northwest Germany. Edith Lees made mihitary
nursing her career. She bears ibe distinction of serving inthe RCAMC, the Merchant manne, the
Foyal Canadiam Mavy and in the United Stsies mikary. Joam Doree served al a specialty hospiisl
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(Basingstoke Plashe Surpgery and MNeurobogical Hospital) desipnated fo care for special types
of casualties. Muriel Down was ssocisied with (he Para Rescue School formed in Edmonton.
Workd War | Myer and weieran bush pilet, Capiain W R (Wop) May has been credited with
fathering the idea of parachuting &id to strandsd flers in rough country where other access was
impessible, In 1951 nurses could volumtesr for the very ngonous para-rescue work that had
previously been limited 1o aifmen and doctors.™

Helen nexi recopnized the semice of three other members of the History Group who
were umable to attend the patbering: “Marabe MeLean and Helem Mussallem both served at
Cansdian General Hospital @ 19, mobilized &5 a 600 bed hospiial in Canade in Aprnil, 1944, They
were sent oversess that year 1o Marston Green in England where the #16 Canadian General
Hospital bad been caring for civilian casualties from the devastating bombing of the Birmingham-
Cowentry ares Nina Rumen served in ihe peacetime Canadian ammy between [95] and 1975
She was overseas al lserbolam in Rhineland (1954-1956), nursing in & former 55 Barracks under
British command. In addiion Ming served in Labe, Germany ((970-1971) and at Churchill on
Hudson's Bay, north of Winnipeg, where she was in charge of the opemafing room amd the
case room  Mins helped 1o care for the families of the military as well as the |ndians and
Eskima®s who lived in the commumity.”

The wery moving stories of our guest’s experiences during war time are  precious
accounts. Ofen towched with humor, they clearly show nursing's abslity. fo adapt 1o difficult
conditions, meet patient’s needs, and maintain professional standards, In the nest few imswes of
the Mewsleiter each of the siories will be presenied for your enjoyment. Here is the first one

BASINGSTOKE MEMORIES: 1944-1945 by Joan Doree

More than 50 years laer memones of
Basingsioke Plastic Surgery and  Meurological
Hospital still fost sround in my head How did
I get to this Canadian Army Hospital soon after
CeDay in Jume 1944, and what happened until
the summer of 1945 when it closed For good?
What | have writlen 5 a mere fragmend of thai
year in my life. Other people will probably
remember the place differently because, afler all,
memary does play imcks on us.

In Jomuary 1944 while working as a
pgeneral duly nurse st Vancouver General Hospital
I received my call 1o po isto the Aremy. OFF |
went o the then upknown BOC. isdersor o 8
town called Vernon, There | became 3 Znd
Lisutenant Mursng Sister working in' ibe YVemnon
Milnary Hospital and discovering the beauties of
the Olcanagan valbey.

Suddenly in  May 1944  while siill
assembling all the necessary bits and pisces of my
Army uniform and equapmen| and beamnimg bow

(o be a member of the Canadian Army, [ was
“utﬁl; up in one ol 1ke strange unfathomable
wiyd of the Army. With Jess than 2 days motice
I was sent off 1o Wainwright Afbernia where no
ot was expocting me and 48 bowurs faler | was
Of B ITAin BgEin emoroule G0 Yancowwer
Apparcnily 1 was on an overseas drafl |
reported in 8t Vancouver bul many days laer 1
was still wrying o Aned oul what [ was o do,
Finally, 1 wem to the Vancouver miliary office
in the old Vancouver Hotel (no lomger standing)
where a woung CWAC officer sasd to me
rather slemly “Where have you been? You've
missed your owerseas draft”. | am probably the
only melitary person on record who has had a
2 week embarkation leave! The umml leave was
3 days.

Al lasi | was sent on the 4 day trasn
journey te & holding unit in Debert, Mova
Seotia, as a reinforcement rather than s part of
& particular Army kospital Scon after, [ saiked




HISTORY OF NURSING NEWS

——

Page &

TP L TR TR ER T CO P SRR TERE
s TR L
TR e e b e M T e P
sl s L e
mmwmMmmmmwmmwmmmmmmmlwmwmmwwmwmmmmmmemwmww
HEHGRE AR AT R H T
S Eiss mm £ I T T T
mmm mmm wwwmmmm wmmmwwwm mwmw_mmmemmeM &%
§52213 ammmmmm muMMm GESIEILL BRSAEIENAY
Wi i e Sy
I mhmmmmmmmﬂmmmma i
.MNMﬂmmm mm m E Mummmm. g  mmHu mm s
$3z% - -unmmmmwu ey e :mmmm
sl i mmwwmmﬂmmﬁ%ﬁm
587 - BRE. 2% mw
) R R T AT KT

to being wounded I don't know, In his book Al
Quict on the Western Frond, s World War

temmible injunics and what they had endured prior

ﬁ;huﬂwu:hlﬂl How they coped so coursgeously with their

wmmw
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story, Ench Mana Remarque says o best “A
hiospital alome shows what war 15",
| hope future generations will remember
our young soldiers and perhaps be imspired o
work endlessly for peace
Kubmitted by Joan Doree

| /

NURSING SISTERS® BIENNIAL MEETING

Crver  two  hundred mursing sisters
attended - the 3¥rd  biennial mésting of the
Mursing Sisters” Assocution of Canads held in
Oftawa on June 21-23, 1996,

The name of the Association was
changed 10 Nuorsing (Ticers Association of
Canada. The term nursing sisbers is no boager
in common usage Men, commissoncd in ihe
mad- seventies, comprise s signaficant. poriion of
the regular forces nursing service, amd it is
hoped the name change will emcourage younger
nurses 1o pomn. The Associstion b3 recogrmzed as
the official lne of communalcation befween
povernments and other agencies.

Their Excellencies, the Right Honorable
Romeo LeBlanc and Mrs. LeBlanc  graciously
extended an nvitation o Government House,
This was the first time Rursing SSters were
imvited 1o Government House and the first time
an  official reception was held when ther
Exceflencies were away on State business An
honor indeed|

The speiker of the House of Commons,
Gilbert Parent, graciously permitied & ceremoay
of remembrance at the Nursing Siter Memorial
in the Hall of Homor on Jume 22, 1996, Seventy
years ago om August 24, 19256 the sculpture,
dedscated 1o the 47 ourses who bost their hives
in the serice to their country in World War |

{1214-1918), was unveled in the Hall of Hoaor
in the Fariament Buildngs. It s considered ithe
st sculpture on Pariament Hhll

The service mchuded prayers, o hymn. and
laying of four wresiths by Sensior Gerald
Beaudoin (on behalf of the Sensie), Mr. David
Kilgour M.P., Deputy Speaker { on behalf of the
House of Commoms), Mrs, Marlens Catterall
MP. (on behalf of the Homorable Lawrence
MacAuley, DV A Minister), and Hallie Sioan,
Mational Presidest of the Mursing Officer’s
Association Forty-seven morves lakd 47 popple
on the memorial (o0 commemorate the 47
dead.

A reception followed The Deputy
Speaker conducted a tour of the House of
Cormimoas, the Senate, the Library and the
Speaker’s office. We signed the guesi book in
ihe Speaker’s office.

1 was deeply honored to'be part of these
CETEMORIES.

Swbmiited by Mina Rumen
EEREEEREEEIRRIEEIERIRRRRERSIIRR
[Editor's mofe: A photograph snd history of
ihe Mumsing Sisters” Memorial will appear in &
lster edition of the History of Mursing Mews]
e R S e e e e e B e
ON-LINE GIFT SHOF OFENS

The American  Association for the History
of Mursing (AAHN) has- opened an on-line gift
shop at their web site ltems for sale include
notecards, books snd a recenily published 24
page booklet Turn of the Century Mupsing
Artifhcty by Elesnor K. Herrmann, Ed.D FAAN
This wvaluable resource for those teaching nursing
history contsins drawings of 40 items used in
the past such as a bandage winder.

The cost of the booklet is 5430 US
which includes shipping and can be ordered
from:

American Associston for the History of MNursing
P.O. Box S0803
Washington, DoC. J0000-0803

The shop can sleo be resched at.
hitp:ffusers sol comMNsgHistory Shop, kiml
o e e e e e e e e e e e e



http://users.aol.comNsgHistory/Shop.html
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SAYVE THESE DATES!

Faullrlll;I March 8, 2-4 pm Special Program Meeting, The Teaching of Norsing History, Studen|
Nurses' Residence, VOH, Vancouver, B.C.

Thursday, April 10, 910:30 am Continental Breskfast and History of Nursing Asnual Meeting

Hysn Regency Hotel, Vantouver, B.C.

Thersday, June 12 - Senday, June 15, [niernational Histery of Numing Conference, St Paul’

Hospital, Yamcouver, B.C.

HISTORY OF NURSING FROFESSIONAL FRACTICE GROUF OF
THE REGISTERED NURSES ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH
COLUMELA

The History of Numsing Professional Practice Group provides
forum for those miteresied m the hestory of nursiag to ecchange idess and
information.  The Group, formed & 1990, strves to stmulaie inferest in
Eﬂmyufuwﬁgmdpmmuﬂﬂyufﬂmﬁiﬂuﬁﬂwufm
in British Columbia The Group also encourages the teaching of nursing
Imlnr_r in educational programs and can assist
in the pressrvation of historical nursing

paid-up practicing or mon-practicing o members of RNABC. Non-
narses  may join as  Affilisle
must be enrolled ina nursang
Regstered Murses enrolled in

Duwes for 1997 wre
Students 53  Membership
December 31, Send name,
and RNABC regisiration number
program. Make cheques to “Hustory of Mursing Gooup™ and send to!
Amne  Karl, Membershep Coordineior, #I1-28%80 West 33nd Awe,
Vancouver, B.C. V2C IN7.

THE HISTORY GROUF'S NEWSLETTER
The History of Mursing News is published imegularty four times a year by
the History of Rursng  Professional Practice  Group of the Regstered
Murses Associatron af Brtish Columbla Unsolicited material is welcome,
but the Editor reserves the right o shorten, repeci, or edit maberials in
consultation with the suthon(s). APA style preferred  Edstor  Beth
Fitrpatrick, Box 444, Brackendale, B.C. VON 1HO ]M!]Sﬁ

Eqﬁﬂtmﬁkpr@umumn



mailto:fitzpat@mounlain-inter.net

IT'S MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME!!

January, 1997
Dear History of Nursing Member;

According to the Freedom of Information and Protection and
Privacy Act, groups such as ours which maintain membership lists
must “protect personal information by making reasonable security
arrangements against such nsks as unauthorized access, collection,
use, disclosure or disposal”. (part 3, Protection of privacy,
#30—Protection of Personal Information)

Therefore, please make the appropriate choices as 1o whether or
not you want your mailing address, telephone number(s), fax

number(s), and E-mail address published in the membership list that
is sent 1o all members.

If you are an “early bird” and have already sent in your renewal,
please take a few minutes to fill out the renewal form on the next
page so that we have the most up-to-date information

Sincerely

same 5, Tand

Membership Chair

TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP PLEASE TURN THE

PAGE

Lo




MEMBERSHIP APPUGCATION
BRITISH COLWUMBIA HISTORY OF AURSING
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE GROUP

[NFORMATIOMN PUBLISH?

I e ez  Na
BRI s iy o o o o e Yes Mo

DR e s C i e i e Yes No

PR oo e o e e Yes Mo
E-rrail SadPess . .. Yee Mo

Current RNABC member. . ... s Yes Mo
RMABC mumber.............

Type of Membership feircle which applies)

Full (RMNABC Members only) L2000
Affihate L2000
Student £ 5.00

Flease make cheques payable to History of Nursing Professional Practice Group
and send toc

Don Ransom, Treasurer

#107-9310 King George Highway
Swrrey, B.C. V3V 5W3



NEW NURSING HISTORY NOTE CARDS AYAILABLE!!

January, 1997
Dear History of Mursing Member

We are pleased to announce publication of a new nursing
history mote card . The card features a stained glass
window in Christ Church Cathedral, Burrard at Georgia,
Yancouver, B.C

This nurse window was designed and funded by Major
1. Mathews, Ciy Archivist, 55 a memorial o his wife
Emily, and as a tribute to the nursing profession. Emily,
a 1902 graduale of Vancouver Cieneral Hospital, was a
nursing sister during World War 1. The Canadian Nurses
Aszociation met in Vancouver in 1930 and attended the
umveiling of 1he window.

The card commemorates the History of Nursing
International Conference to be held in Vancouver m
June of 1997 ar the historic St Pawl’s Hospital, and the
interdenominational evensong at Christ Church Cathedral

For more information abowt the cards please contact Mina
Rumen (733-T529) or Ethel Warbinek (538-5068)

Sincerely,
F o R

Treasurer
International Conference Committes

it e g,

q...:;ﬂi‘l-""' a

TO ORDER YOUR NOTE CARDS PLEASE TURN
THE PAGE e CE S e

L




B.C. HISTORY OF NURSING PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE
GROUP
AURSING HISTORY NOTE CARDS ORDER FORM

INFORMATION ABQUT THE NURSING HISTORY NOTE CARDS

We now have two iypes of note cards—the Memonal Church card and the new
Chrst Church card. The Chnst Church card can be ondered plain or mscribed
with “Secason’s Greetings™

Each package comtains B cards plus envelopes, Cost is 510,00 plus postage
Large numbers of cards are available at a discount (100 cards—Iless 10%, 200
cards—less 20%, 300 cards—Iless 30%).

An imepice will be sent with your order. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery,
Send order Form to:
B.C. History of Mursing Professional Practice Group
RMABC 2855 Arbutus Street Vancouver, B.C. VAJ 3YH

ORDER FORM

Which note card do you wish o order?
#1 Memornal Church Card.........
#2 Christ Church Card
plain. .. .
!nsznhtﬂ 'thh Sn-asnn 5 chr.tlng.-.
How many packages of note cards are you ordering?
#] Memonal Church Card........
W2 Christ Church Card
plain....
1|15r:nh|.-|:| w:th L'-.:.asuns CGreetings...
Please mail the note cards and invoice to:




