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The sounds, smells and activi-
ties of the Christmas season are 
quickly approaching. It is also time 
to reflect on another successful 
year for the BC History of Nursing 
Society.
 Despite our limited human and 
financial resources, many things were accom-
plished in the past year. You will hear about 
them at the Annual Meeting in April 2013 
and in a future newsletter.

The 2013 spring  meeting dates at the •	
CRNBC have been identified as follows:
February 1, April 11 (AGM), June 13.  The •	
meetings are held from 4-6pm and the 
AGM will probably be a longer meeting. 
Any member is most welcome to attend. 
If a meeting date has to be changed, the 
website will state the revised date.
The successful Fall Luncheon, arranged •	
by Lenore Radom, was attended by 

34 guests. Following lunch, one our 
Scholarship winners, Helen Vandenberg, 
a UBC student, and member Geertje 
Bosma presented a very interesting talk 
regarding “A Historical perspective of 
Japanese Hospital Care in BC from the 
1880’s to 1940”.
In late October, I joined a number of •	
Nursing Specialty Groups at a meet-
ing organized by the Association of 
Registered Nurses of BC. purpose  of  the  
meeting  was  to  explore  what  role  the  
ARNBC  can  take  in  facilitating  com-
munication  and  networking  amongst  
Nursing Specialty  Groups.
At the Fall Luncheon, those attending •	
heard of the passing of Helen Mussallem 
on November 9, 2012. Her service was 
held in Ottawa on November 17 and 
there are plans to have a service in the 
Vancouver area in January 2013. Helen 

was an Honorary Member of the BC 
History of Nursing Society and a wonder-
ful supporter of the work of the group.
Beverly Du Gas, a founding member, first •	
President and Honorary member of the 
BC History of Nursing Society  suffered  a  
severe  stroke  in  mid  November  and  
died  on  November  22nd. Until  about  
a  year  ago Beverly  regularly  attended  
our  meetings  despite  her  many health  
challenges.  We will  all  miss  her  and  
send  our  heartfelt  condolences  to  her  
family.

As I close, I want to wish you a season 
filled with wonderful memories and 
hope for a peaceful year to come.

donate today
The British Columbia History of Nursing
Society (BCHNS) welcomes your donation! 
Since its founding in 1989, the Society has produced and collected a substantial quantity of archives, artifacts  and  materials 
related to the history of nursing in B.C. Members  give  countless  unpaid  volunteer  hours  to  the  activities  of  the  Society  
but funding  is needed  to  support:

Scholarships  for  students who  undertake  historical  research•	
A part-time  archivist  who catalogues and  preserves  archival materials•	
The ongoing maintenance and development of our website with its ̀ virtual museum``  which show-cases our collections •	
and research work.

All  donations  will  receive  a  charitable  tax  receipt and are  gratefully  received.  Thank  you!

I would like to make a donation to the BC History of Nursing Society
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________ Province _______________ Postal Code ___________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Amount: $ ______________________________________

In Memoriam Donation

This donation is made In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________
A card will be sent noting this “In Memoriam Gift” to:

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ Province _______________________Postal Code ___________________________

Please indicate relationship, if applicable.____________________________________________________________________

Amount: $ ___________________

Make cheque payable to the BC History of Nursing Society
BC History of Nursing Society
P.O. Box 72082, RPO Sasamat, Vancouver, BC, V6R 4P2

I would like my donation used to support: Scholarships    OR  Archives   

I give  consent  for  my  name  to be listed in the Newsletter with the 
Society’s Annual  List  of  Donors.   Yes      No  



MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL FOR JAN-DEC 2013

DEAR HISTORY OF NURSING MEMBER:
In order to be a member of the B.C. History of Nursing Society an annual membership fee is required. You will receive 
three newsletters a year, access to scholarship funds, invitations to special events and an opportunity to network with 
others interested in preserving nursing history.  All members are welcome to attend Executive meetings and participate 
in committee work. Membership fees are needed to support the Society’s many activities.

Circle the type of membership that applies:

Membership fees are due by January 31st, 2013. Check the type of membership that applies:

  Full (a current or former who was registered in BC)    $30.00
  Affiliate (a person who supports the constitution & bylaws)       $30.00
  Student Nurse       $ 5.00

Please print your name and address as you wish it to appear on our Membership Information List.  Be  assured  that  at  no  
time  will  any  information  about  you  be  released without your permission.         
          

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/Province________________________________________________________________________________________

Postal Code____________________________  E-mail_______________________________________________________           

Telephone (home) ___________________________________             

                      (work) ___________________________________ 

                      (cell)  ___________________________________                  
          

I would like to receive the Newsletter by:   Email    Canada Post 

Please note: In order to reduce mailing costs newsletters are sent via email attachment to majority of our History of Nurs-
ing Members.  ALL Students receive newsletters via email.

Please cut out this form and send with a cheque payable to the BC History of Nursing Society

Forward by January 31, 2013
Make cheque payable to the BC History of Nursing Society
BC History of Nursing Society (Attn: Sheila Oxholm, Treasurer) 
P.O. Box 72082, RPO Sasamat, Vancouver, BC, V6R 4P2

From the Editor
This  is  our  first  trial  run  of  a  “short”  winter  Newsletter with 
the next full issue coming out in the Spring. 
For me time seems to be passing too quickly. I’ve  just  finished planting my  spring bulbs and  
now it’s time  to  begin  December holiday preparations!  My wish to all our readers:  good 
health, savor the traditional rituals of the season and enjoy the time you spend with family and 
friends. Happy Holidays and a joyous New Year!

Membership Renewals
This is a reminder that memberships for 2013 are now due. We value 
each and every member’s contribution to the Society in these finan-
cially challenging times and look forward to your continued support.

Membership can  be  renewed  in  several  ways.  Just cut out the Membership Renewal on 
page 3 and follow the directions. And, beginning in  January 2013,  should  you  wish  to  renew  
on  line,  you  can  do so  using  your  credit  card  or  Pay-Pal.  (Visit  our  web  site  (www.
bcnursinghistory.ca),  click  on  the  membership  page  and  follow  the  directions.)  

Since its founding in 1989, the Society has produced and collected a 
substantial quantity of archives, artifacts and materials related to the 
history of nursing in B.C. Members give countless unpaid volunteer 
hours to the activities of the Society but funding is still needed to 
support

Scholarships for students who undertake historical research•	
A part-time archivist who catalogues and preserves archival •	
materials
The ongoing maintenance and development of our website with •	
its “virtual museum” which show-cases our collections and research 
work. For example a great deal has been done this past year on 
developing the on-line archival fonds with the stories of individual 
nurses and their accomplishments, including photographs. There 
is more to be done as funds become available.

All donations are welcomed 
and will receive a charitable 

tax receipt. When sending 
a donation please fill out the 

donation form on page 4. Thank 
you so much for your support!

The British Columbia 
History of Nursing 
Society (BCHNS) 
welcomes your donation!


